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This is a story from the Bible.  Thousands of 
years ago, there lived Solomon, King of Israel.  
Most nations at that time believed in many 
gods.  But Israel believed in only one god. 

Solomon's father, King David, had ruled Israel 
for forty years.  David had won many victories.  
This had caused his people to become great 
and strong.  However, the nation of Israel still 
had many enemies. 
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Solomon knew his position as king would not 
be easy.  When he first became king, he was 
anxious that he might not be able to rule this 
great kingdom wisely.  When there were 
serious disputes among the people, it was 
his job to be the judge and make decisions - 
to decide who was wrong and who was right. 
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Solomon was a very religious man.   
He prayed for God's help.  Then God 
appeared to him in a dream, and said, 
“I will give you whatever you want.” 

Solomon knelt and said, “O Lord God, I am 
your servant.  My mission is to look after 
your people.  And there are so many of 
them!  What I ask is this:  give me an 
understanding heart, so that I may judge 
correctly what is right and what is wrong.” 
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God was pleased with Solomon's 
dedication to the welfare of his people.  
Solomon had resisted the temptation to 
seek glory for himself. 

“You could have asked me for riches,” said 
God, “or for victory in war, or for a long 
life.  But you have asked for wisdom, so 
that you can help my people.” 
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“Therefore, you will find that I have granted 
you a wise and understanding heart.  There 
has been no one like you before, and there 
will be none like you in the future.”  So great 
was God's satisfaction with Solomon, that 
he promised him riches and fame as well! 
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When Solomon woke up from his dream, he 
believed that God had spoken to him.  He 
went to the most holy place in the land, and 
thanked God, and provided a feast of 
celebration for all his servants.  And 
Solomon did become famous for his wisdom. 
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One morning, the court of King Solomon was 
in session.  He was sitting on his throne, and 
considering the problems of his people.  Two 
women came to him, causing a disruption.  
One was holding a baby wrapped in white 
cloth.  The other was trying to take it, and 
both were complaining loudly. 
“Silence,” commanded the king.  “I shall hear 
one woman first and then the other.” 
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One said, “O King, I live in the same house 
with this woman.  I had a baby, and three 
days later she had one too.  There was no 
one else in the house.  But her baby died in 
the night.  And while I was sleeping she 
took my baby, and left her dead baby in my 
arms.  When I woke up, I saw that it was 
not my son.  Now she is saying that my 
baby is hers.  I want him back.” 
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As soon as she had told her story, the 
other woman replied, telling her version.   
“No, the live baby is my son, and the dead 
one is yours.”  And they displayed great 
emotion in front of the king. 

“Enough,” cried the king, and they fell 
silent. “Here is a difficult question,” he said.
“Each woman claims the baby as her own.  
There is only one solution to this problem.” 
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Solomon turned to one of his guards, saying, 
“Bring me a sword.”  The sword was brought.  
“And now,” said the wise king, “cut the living 
child into two parts, and give half to one 
woman, and half to the other.” 
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The people who had been watching this case 
gasped with horror.  They had never heard 
their king command such a cruel action!  The 
guard took the baby by the wrist and held it 
up.  The baby was wriggling.  The guard did 
not want to kill him.  This caused a feeling of 
great tension in the court. 
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Just a fraction of a second before the guard 
was about to strike the baby with his sword, 
one of the women cried out, “No, let her 
have the child, but do not harm him!” and 
she fell to the floor crying. 
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The king signalled to the guard to put down 
his sword, and turned to the woman who 
had just given up the baby, saying, “You are 
the true mother.  Your devotion to the child 
is greater than your determination to win the 
case.  Thus I give you the baby.”  A full 
description of the case was written down. 

14

SAAR Edu
ca

tio
n 

Be S
afe



Soon the whole population heard what had 
happened in the court of King Solomon.
And everyone was amazed at his wisdom.
Even people of other lands - including his 
enemies - expressed admiration for this 
famous judgement. 
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And to this day, when people are having a 
conversation about a difficult problem, and 
don't know how to solve it, you will 
sometimes hear them say, “I wish I had 
the wisdom of Solomon.” 

THE END 
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